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observed is so small as not to warrant the drawing of any conclu- 
sions from the results, is left out of consideration, then the table 
shows a gradual decrease in the proper motion as the brightness 
decreases, which indicates that in general the brightest stars are 
our nearest neighbors. S. D. Townley. 

Three-foot Reflecting Telescope For Sale. 

An advertisement in Astronomy and Astro-Physics for Feb- 
ruary, 1892, announces that the three-foot reflecting telescope 
made for Dr. A. A. Common and afterwards sold by him to 
Mr. Gledhill is for sale, together with its Dome, etc. The 
price is not given. This is the instrument with which Mr. Common 
made his beautiful photographs of the Nebula of Orion, etc. , for 
which he received the gold medal of the Royal Astronomical 
Society in 1884. 

Such an instrument is exactly suited for photographs of 
nebulae, comets and planets, and also for spectroscopic observa- 
tions, and the capital results obtained by Dr. Common in the 
uncertain climate of England, give some idea of what might be 
expected if it were mounted in a situation like that at Mount 
Hamilton. I know of no better way to supplement the large 
refracting telescope of the Lick Observatory than by adding a 
large reflector to our equipment. The site for such an instrument 
is already selected and the work awaits it. The important item 
lacking is the money to provide for the cost of the instrument 
itself. E. S. H. 

Meteor-Fall in Oregon, December 16, 1892. 

Albany, Oregon, December 17, 1892. 
"About five o'clock yesterday morning Fred Reis saw a 
bright meteor approaching from the southeast. It was traveling 
very rapidly, and with a rushing sound fell into the street, 
followed by a wake of bright sparks. Reis hastened to the spot 
where it struck the earth and found a stone about fourteen inches 
in circumference. It was very hot, and charred the board 
upon which it was placed. The stone had the appearance of a 
volcanic production." — New York Sun, December 18. 

[This stone is now in the possession of Messrs. Ward of 

Rochester, New York.] 
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Award of the Lalande Prize to Professor Barnard. 

The Lalande prize of the Paris Academy of Sciences was 
awarded to Professor Barnard on December 19, 1892, for his 
work in Astronomy, especially for his discovery of the fifth 
satellite of Jupiter. E. S. H. 

Observations of the November Meteors in the 

Hawaiian Islands (Government Survey, 

Honolulu, H. I.), January 4, 1893. 

Professor Edward S. Holden, Director Lick Observatory — 

Dear Sir : It may interest some of your astronomers to know 
that a shower of meteors was observed here on the 23d of 
November last. The meteors came at about an average of one 
per minute from 7 to 9 P. M, It was quite cloudy and hazy, but 
the divergent point was somewhere near Aries, or about over- 
head at that time, and the largest part of the meteors fell 
toward the southeast and southwest quadrants. They were 
small and attracted little attention, as the weather was very 
cloudy all that week. 

The meteors of August, 1891, were few in number but very 
brilliant. Yours truly, 

Curtis J. Lyons, 
Assistant in Charge of Office. 

' ' Astronomical Journal Prizes. 

"A gentleman, earnestly interested in the development and 
progress of astronomy in his native land, has authorized the 
editor of this journal to offer two prizes for resident citizens of 
the United States. 

He expresses the hope that it may be possible to offer similar 
prizes in subsequent years, although only two are proposed at 
present, the requisite amount for these having been placed at the 
editor's disposal. 

They will be known as Astronomical Journal Prizes, and will 
be given either in money or in the form of a suitable gold medal 
of the value of two hundred dollars, with the remainder, if any, 
in money, at the option of the recipient. 

The awards will be made by a commission of three judges, to 
be selected from American astronomers, and their names to be 
announced in due time. 



